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Friends of Waiwhakareke 

Natural Heritage Park

 www.waiwhakareke.co.nz

Newsletter  No 1

3rd August, 2009
Welcome to the first e-newsletter and thank you for agreeing to be on the Friends email list.
Vision: To create a self-sustaining habitat sanctuary that represents the original ecosystem diversity of the Hamilton Basin.
What the project is about: Waiwhakareke Natural Heritage Park began as a Millennium Project.  It includes the wetlands of Horseshoe Lake (Waiwhakareke) and some 50ha of land owned by Hamilton City Council between Baverstock Road, Rotokauri Road and the Zoo.  The aim of the project is, over a 20 to 50-year period, to recreate the variety of native vegetation types that were present in the Hamilton area before European settlement.  By reintroducing natural vegetation types common to the area – lake margins, peat bog, swamp and kahikatea forest, kauri, rimu and tawa forest, the project aims to bring back native birds and insects that used to frequent the area and provide city dwellers with a view of what the landscape in this area once looked like.

The project is one of the flagship programmes outlined in Hamilton City’s Environmental Sustainability Strategy.  It is very much a community-based project that will depend on in-put from schools, community groups and the residents of Hamilton to make it work.
Partners in this flagship project are Tui 2000, Hamilton City Council, University of Waikato, WINTEC and Nga Mana Toopu O Kirikiriroa. There is a Waiwhakareke Advisory group (WAG) and a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) to assist in the ‘behind the scenes’ planning of activities at the Park as detailed in the existing Implementation Plan.  

Website address: www.waiwhakareke.co.nz
The aim of this newsletter will be to keep the Friends informed of activities at Waiwhakareke and when the help of the Friends is required at the park.
Tasks at Waiwhakareke Natural Heritage Park:
These will vary according to the season and what is most urgent but could include any of the following:
1. Planting. On planting days organised by Gerard Kelly and Paul Duffy from Hamilton City Council
2. Applying weed suppression paper plates around plants 

3. Spreading mulch

4. Monitoring native plant self germination
5. Pest monitoring (documentation of species and numbers)
6. Peat dome weeding. A ‘peat dome’ is a type of wetland that rises higher than the general water level.  It develops from layers of vegetation that grow year-by-year without decomposing (i.e. ‘peat’).  The plants the contribute to the peat dome – Sporadanthus and Empodisma – are native plants found only in New Zealand.  Because so much of New Zealand’s peaty wetlands have been drained and destroyed, Sporadanthus and Empodisma are threatened plants.  To create the peat dome for Waiwhakareke, truck loads of peat were brought over from the Hauraki Plains (where most of the last remaining peat is to be found) and located at a spot by the eastern border of the lake. The area will need weed control until the Sporadanthus and Empodisma plants that have been planted grow to cover the ground and spread their seed.  This will need to be done with care by hand or with a Dutch or push hoe so as to not damage the new suckers on the existing plants. 
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7. 
Hand releasing of any revegetation plants

8. 
Bird monitoring (documentation of species and numbers) 

9. Insect monitoring (documentation of species and numbers)

10.
Fish monitoring (documentation of species and numbers).

Working Bees and what to bring…
There will be a regular working bee (9am –noon) at the Park on the LAST SATURDAY of each month.  Please meet at the Baverstock Rd sign.  Bring gumboots, a spade and morning tea.

Contact persons and phone numbers

Parks & Gardens Unit, Hamilton City Council
ParksAndGardensCustomerServices@hcc.govt.nz; Ph: 07-838-6622
Mairi Jay, Chair Tui 2000; mairij@waikato.ac.nz; Ph: 07-859-1410
Catherine Smith
 2smiths@wave.co  07-855-8296
Moira Cursey 
m.cursey@xtra.co.nz  07-846-5066
George Holland 
holland.ham@xtra.co.nz
07-850-9201, work 07-834-8800 ext 8051.
Warren Stace 
warrenstace@actrix.co.nz  07-856-4486
Gary Wiseman (farmer/lessee)  07 849 1799 and mobile 021 490 790
FIRST PLANTING DAY: 29th August, 2009. 
ALL WELCOME

If you know of anyone else who would like to be on the email list please let us know. A hard copy of the newsletter will be hand-delivered to all neighbours of the park.

