Calling all Waikato Environmental Community Groups – 
Waikato Show – 2012
Friday to Sunday 27 – 29th April
Thursday – set up day
Friday 12:00pm - 8:00pm 
Saturday 10:00am - 8:00pm
Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm 
Planning is well under way for the Waikato Show at Claudelands Event Centre. 
The theme for our area is the Waikato River. 

The Waikato Environment Centre’s aims for supporting this project are 

1. To increase awareness of environmental issues in the Waikato area.

2. To raise public awareness of the work that environmental community groups are doing in the Waikato, from rural through to coastal regions to deal with those issues

The Environment Centre will be using funding from Trust Waikato earmarked for community group support to help you get the most out of this opportunity.

This will be a major opportunity to showcase what we do to the wider community. We envisage that all community groups will take part, (we have a huge space!) with sites (exact size to be confirmed, probably 2.4 by 1.8m), along a winding “Waikato River pathway”, with riverside plants eg Carex along the sides. The public will flow along, starting from the forest, continuing on through rural, wetland/lake, stream, urban and coastal displays and activities. Groups’ stands will be at the appropriate place along the way, plus we will have generic pullup stands which will spell out a few facts and issues in each of those areas, and the names of groups working on them. Walking tours will also be organised from the Show over to Jubilee Bush and the local environs.

I am thinking that the public will have something representing a waka paddle on which they will have to either fill something in or get stamps at various points, answer easy questions etc so that they will not just be doing a quick walk through, but will be stopping along the way to talk to you, and then be entered in for a wonderful prize at the exit. Everyone entering the show will go through our area.
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We aim to have a real wow factor that people will go and talk about and tell their friends to come and see! There will be a lushly forested area, movement activated native bird songs along the way, wetland area, pest animal activity, live displays of fish and geckos, large maps of areas so people can identify what is happening in their area, activities around pest animals for children, prizes, and anything else the groups can dream up to make this a really exciting place to visit, plus get some basic messages across. And of course signing up to become members of local groups!

Waikato Environment Centre is working in with Arts Waikato so that there will be plenty of hands on creative activities for people to do as well which will be built on and added to over the three days. Plus there will be a huge eel tapestry Velvet Travelling Tuna, on display, which has been added to by groups all over NZ. (http://savetheeels.wordpress.com/page/3/)
Our hall will also include a Health expo as well. 
So what we need from you is to return the following form filled in with a rough idea of what you want to bring, what you need, any other creative ideas you may have. All ideas, no matter how wacky (well the wackier the better) all welcome!

There is a small cost involved. Whilst the Waikato Show Assn gets the use of the venue each year, we still have to pay for overheads and security.  Each site for three days will be $105 plus GST.  Smaller less financial groups will be subsidised by the Environment Centre. 

You are able to sell items.  Display boards are available for hire, power will incur a small charge, but I can talk with groups about that. At present we just need an indication that you are keen to come, and a rough idea of what you will need.

There will be some help available for moving things from Young Farmers groups. We may also need extra help with transporting and moving plants, of which there will be a huge number.

On the Friday there will be a School Day Out when a load of school children will be going round the show. I have been asked to put together some information to go in a booklet for them, and a quiz question which they have to fill in to be handed in at the end of the day, and a number of prizes will be awarded to individuals and schools at the end of the day. So they will have some direction about what they are looking at, but we want to have fun things for them to do along the way.

So please fill in the form, to let me know you want to be there and some idea of what assistance you will need.
Cheers 

Katherine Hay

Waikato Environment Centre
Po Box 19104
Hamilton 3244
Phone 07 839 4452

021 267 2773

Group Name:

Contact person:

Phone:

Email: 

Postal Address:

Yes /  No   we wish to take part in the Waikato Show

The following questions are “probably” type questions - just for a rough idea of what your group is thinking it will need. I will get definite bookings at a later date.

No of sites required @ $120 (Inc gst)
 ____________________

Yes /   No   we would need assistance with finance

Yes  / No    we would like to hire  2 sides for our stand @ $165 per site (total for 3 days) 

(We will put those requiring sides next to others with sides so you will end up with 3 sides to use. They are fabric so can use Velcro or pins for attaching)

Underline the theme would you wish to be placed closest to:
Entry - Forested area
1. Rural/Stream care/catchment initiatives
2. Lakes/Wetlands/Coastal
3. Urban restoration
4. Urban living


We will need a power supply yes / no

We will need a table  yes / no

We would like to share a stand with another group   yes / no   Group  name:

We will need some volunteers to help with manning our stand   yes / no
(We might be able to get some students/volunteers to help out)

We will need help bringing in and erecting our stand   yes  /  no
(There will be Young Farmers available to help, but we will need to know in advance) 

Return this form by 16th March – or much earlier if possible! – just send the email round your group and get an informal indication of commitment and we will do a more formal agreement later. Pls phone/email me if you have any queries.
Please email or post this form to Waikato Environment Centre, PO Box 19104, Hamilton

Or email katherine@envirocentre.org.nz with Waikato Show in the subject line if you remember (thanks!) 
